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The New Tomb that Is Securely Shut
(Matt. 27:57—-66)

The death means that what we cannot expect any more. It is the
last of all the things. After Jesus died, it was getting too dark to bury
a body (v. 57). Just then, a man appeared suddenly and boldly asked
Pilate for Jesus' body. Who was he?

1. The man who confessed his faith publicly at the
difficult and dangerous moment
Joseph from Arimathea was rich and a disciple of Jesus, but he
himself kept secret because he feared the Jews (John 19:38). Such
a man, Joseph did not hide any more that he was a disciple of Jesus
Christ but appeared in order to take Jesus' body and hold a funeral for
Jesus' body. The bible does not explain why he did this. Perhaps, by
looking at Jesus’ death on the cross, he had courage to confess his faith in public.
Such his change gave the effect of holy change to
the people around him (John 29:38-39).

2. He who did not fear his damage but
confessed his faith

Joseph of Arimathea was a prominent member
of the Council (Mark 15:43). If he had intervened
in the Jesus incident by mistake, he would have
lost his position, and his successful career would
not only fall down but also his membership of the
Council would be expelled. Nevertheless, he had
a hard time by all of the dangers and appeared
before Jesus' death. This must be really faithful
action of Martyr.

Just like Joseph from Arimathea, we also
should become Christians to influence the holy
Christianity at work, in relation with people, and
in the middle of the world.

3. The man who yearns eternity more
than the present

Joseph from Arimathea was not only
prominent member of the Council but also waited
the Kingdom of God (Mark 15:43). He did not
intend to ask for taking Jesus' body in order to
hold a funeral. “He was assigned a grave with the
wicked, and the rich with his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any
deceit in his mouth” (Is 53:9).

Joseph, by behaving like the rich, wrapped Jesus” body in clean linen cloth
and placed Jesus in the new tomb that was not used by anyone. This is the
accomplishment of God’s word.

My beloved Christians,

Now, the tomb that was shut securely will open and Jesus Christ will win
the power of death and resurrect from the death. Joseph from Arimathea at the
decicsive moment was used by the kingdom of God with full of spirit. Just like
Joseph from Arimathea, I sincerely pray that all of us will take a victory with the
faith of resurrection in the name of Jesus Christ.
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